3 Divine uy Exalted : 


F ree Gꝛate 
In its GLORY. 


BEING A 


SERMON 


RO * IX. x Xvi. 
Preach'd at the 


Merchants Lecture 
E Sahers-Hall 


| On Tuelday 0 Ofob. 20. 1702. 


" Publiſhed at the Requeſt of Man 
| Eucouragers of the Lecture. od 


London, Printed for Tho. Parkhar|t at the Bible WE} 
| | Crowns in Cheapſide; F. Robinſon at the Golden 


ion in St: Paula Church Hard, and 7. Lanrence " i 


| the Angel in the Poultry, 1703. 


1 
. 


1 
: 
| 


1H Et 


PREFACE 


HEN I Preach'd this Sermon, 
T little thought of ſending it to the 
Preſs : But * I refus'd as Cir- 


cumſtances ſtood, 1 might have 
been charg'd, either with Ingratitude to thoſe 
who tir? d it, or Backwardneſs to ſtand to the 
Do@rine 1 deliver'd. 


Some have given tbemſelves a Liberty to Re- 
fle& on their Brethren who adhere to the Suffrage 
of the Brittiſh Divines in the Synod of Dort, 
as not · duly concern d for the 8 of the 
Grace of God in the Salvation of Sinners. One 
thing I aim d at in chooſang this Subject, was to 
prove that Cenſure Groundlcſs. Tis true, J 
bave conſider d Divine Grace as Actually diſ- | 
covering it ſelf to Sinners, rather thas as Pur- 
7 'd in the Decree : But be that would fee 
A 2 that 


The PREFACE. 
that Diſcuſs'd, and the Doctrine of Particular 
Election maintain d, Conſiſtently with a Ge- 
neral Love of God to the World, would do well 
to Conſult the Learned and Peaccable Biſhop 
Davenant His Animadverſions upon Hoard's 
Treatiſe of God's Love to Mankind: 4 
Book which is not valu'd according to its worth: 
tho? one would think it were therefore the more 
to be regarded in theſe Points, becauſe the Wor- 
thy Author was ſo Conſiderable a Member of 
the Foremention'd Synod, in which the Contro- 
 werſy about Grace and Free-Will was ſo di- 
ſtinctly debated. 


?Tis ſtrange to ſee bow fond ſome are of Ex- 
treams. Be it in Doctrine, Worſhip or Di- 
ſcipline, they run all Things to the utmoſt 

Height, How eagerly will ſome Contend for 
an Arbitrary Gueſs at the Mode of a Revealed 
Truth, even as if it were a Fundamental: Ar- 
ticle of Faith ! How Poſatively will others Stamp 
with an Abſolute jure Divino, what upon 
Search appears moſt manifeſtly to have bad an 

| Humane Riſe ! What a Streſs do ſome lay upon 
4j External Ceremonies ! and with what Heat do 

. ſome others oppoſe them ! Even as if not only 

„„ the Greater or Leſſer Purity, but the very Truth 

or Falſhood of Divine Worſhip depended upon 

| tbeir being added or withdrawn: and Men were 
either for God or for Baal, according as they 
fell in with or vary'd from their narrow Schemes 
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and Models ! What unprejudic'd Stander by but 
will Conclude, even a Neutrality in Religion, 
preferable to ſuch Uncharitable Bigottry, and 
Bitter Zeal ? Touch but a Pin and the nhole Ark 
is in Danger in ſome Mens Apprehenſion; and 
they as much exclaim as if Religion was juſt 
expiring. We bave bad but too much of this 


from one Age to another, in this poor divided 


Kingdom But ſhall we never come to a 
Temper ? 


Its matter of great Thankfulneſs however, 
that there are ſome Among the ſeveral Conten- 


ders, who can Reconcile the thinking themſelves 


in the Right in the main, with Moderation in 
Principle, and in their Pradiſe too, towards 


thoſe from whom they differ. Tis with theſe 


that I deſire to take my Lott; which for that 
very Reaſon I expect will not be upon ſome Ac- 


counts the moſt eaſy and pleaſant. I cannot ſay 
it will much ſurprize me to meet with the Con- 


tempt of ſuch as are ſwallow d up in the Intereſts 


of a Particular Party: But am ſatisfy d "twill 
yield more Comfort apon a Review, to me to 


have been herein Paſſive, than to them to have 


been Active. Let ſuch call themſelves by what 


Names they pleaſe, I cannot ſee how any thing 
conſiderable can ever be expeded from them, 
for the Service of the Common Intereſt of Reli- 
gion; which is daily more and more indanger'd 
by the Aſſaults of a ſort of Men, who care 2 
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what becomes of the Appendages which the ſe- 
veral Parties contend about, fo they hade but 
full Scope to deſtroy the Subſtance. rs 


For my Part, the Praying with a Form or 
without one; the Management of Church Go- 
gernmeut by Biſhops, or Presbyters, alone; or 
in ConjunGion with ſome of the Wiſer ſort from 
among the People; and the Mode of Divine 
Worſhip as to meer external Circumſtances; 
are with me very little Things, comparatively 
to the prevalency of ſerious Piety, and Br otherly 
Love among us; for which, whatever becomes 
of other things, we bave all of us, 1 am well 
aſſur d, great Reaſon to be moſt beartily con- 
cerned. 


Aud yet why may not thoſe other things, 
which are of Importance in their Place, (eſpe- 
cially when the Validity of a Regular and 
Scriptural Mimſtry is called in Queſtion ;) 
be ſoberly Conſider 'd ? Why may not ſuch things 
as Good and Wiſe Men ſucceſſively have been 
ſo unhappy as to differ in, be debated Calmly 
and Amicably, with a Diſintereſted Deſign on 
each ſide, that Truth may gain and take place, 
as far as it is found on either? And may 


it not be fairly enough ſuppos'd, that 
Truth is not ſo ingroſs d, as to be wholly 
on the one or on the other Part in every 


This 


ſingle Point? 
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This I the rather mention, on the Account 
of my being drawn into a Controverſy about 
things of this Nature, upon Occaſion of my 
roth Chapter of the Abridgment of the Liſe 
of the Reverend Mr. Baxter. Few Men are 
leſs Fond of Controverſies than 1 : yet in this 
Caſe I think I am Neceſſitated. But this 1 
can ſafely ſay, I much more deſire thit Truth 
be advanc d than any Party. And 1 
would not be ſo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe | 
other than that thoſe Worthy Gentlemen, = 
bave thought fit publickly to appear in Print 
apainſt me, are of the ſame Diſpoſition. 


Mr. Hoadly bath been pleaſed to Promiſe 
a Second Part : and therein to ſhew, that the 
Arguments propos d (on the bebalf, and 
often in the very Words of the Ejeded Mi- 
niſters) are not ſufficient to juſtify a Se- 
paration, even though the Terms of Mi- 
niſterial Conformity were Unreaſonable. 
He bath undertaken at the ſame time to Con- 
ider, what hath been offer d in Vindicati- 
on of the Diſſenting Laity. For this J 
think it requiſite to wait ſome time, that the 
Argument may wot appear maimed and im- 
perfect. 


And though it was upon the matureſt De- 
liberation, before ever I was Ordain d, that 
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J judged it my Duty to Separate from the 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment ;, and have not hitherto 
ſeen any Reaſon to alter my Sentiments : Tes 
when I. come to have the whole of what is 
- thought proper to be Objected in View, I ſhall 
(if God give Life. and Health) after freſh 
Conſider ation, either let the World know why 

1 apprebend the Grounds of Moderate Non- 
conformity to remain (as I ſtil think them) 
unſbaben; or clſe: freely yield to tbe force 
of their. Arguments, as becomes an -Honeſt 
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R O M. IX. XVI. 
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that 


ſheweth Mercy. 


HERE hath been a mighty De- 

| bate in the Chriſtian Church, both 

in former and Later times, How 
it comes about, that any of the 

Race of Apoſtate Adam are recover'd and 
{ay'd. That all have ſinned, and are come Short 
of the Glory of God, is too evident, to be at 
all conteſted. That ſome are rais'd out of 
their forlorn and miſerable State, and train'd 
| b up 
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| up in this Life for Happineſs in the next ; 
while others remain incurably fond of their 
Chains, and wedded to their own Bane,and 
1 ſo are continvally treaſuring up to themſelves 
* wrath againſt the Day of wrath, is alſo unde- 
niable. But to what this difference is to be 
| aſcrib'd, is not ſo well agreed. That they 
| indeed that periſh have their ruin lying at 
| their own doors, is on all Hands ewn'd. But 
| how others in the mean time come to be 
| ſanQify'd and fav'd, hath appear'd to ſome 
I not ſo evident. The Great Queſtion that 
| | hath been hotly agitated in their Caſe is 
| this: Muſt the Foundation of the Difference | 
| between them and others be ſought for in 


God or in the Creature? The Queſtion hath 
{il been often ſtarted, and as oft? determin'd, 
5 and yet is ever and anon returning: and it 
is of no ſmall Conſequence, on which ſide we 
| determine. For not only our Notions as to 
5 many Points of our Religion depend upon 
al the Deciſion ; but it hath alſo a mighty in 
lf fluence upon Practiſe. And therefore it 
| 2222 us to weigh matters well, 
that fo our Sentiments may be bottom d u 
on ſuch firm and Stable Grounds as may 
able to ſupport them. 
This is a Point, that has been canvaſt with 
abundant Nicety in the Schools, where the 
Determination of the Queſtion on either 
$ fide hath been clogg'd rather than clear'd } 
8: with a variety of Diſtinctions, by woes” t 
ing 
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ing which, and attempting to explain them, 
it would be much more eaſy to lead you in- 
to a Maze, than I ſhould afterwards find it 
to lead you out again. Nor can I ſee any 
need of creating you perplexity, by ſo much 
as mentioning their Crabbed Notions, ſince 
look upon St. Paul as clearly determining 
the Queſtion in the words before us, to the 
Satisfaction of all ſuch as will ſtand to the 
Award of Scripture. He is fully on God's 
ſide, and lays the Creature in the Duſt be- 
fore him, when he ſo Poſitively declares, that 
it is not of bim that willeth, nor of him that 


1 runneth, but of God that ſheweth Mercy. 


Which Words Ile Firſt endeavour to 
explain and open. Then Ple ſet my ſelf to 


clear, illuſtrate, and confirm their Proper 
q Senſe: And Annex in the Cloſe a Suitable 
Improvement. 


In order to Explication, there are four 


| Enquirys which need a Reſolution. 1. How 


theſe words come in in the Train of the 
Apoſtles Diſcourſe, where they are con- 
nected with a So then? 2. What that is, 


1 that is not of bim that willeth and runneth, but 


of God that ſheweth Mercy? 3. What is 


here to be underſtood by Willing and Run- 


ning. And 4. What by God ſhewing Mercy? 
1. Then, as to the Cohzrence of the 
Words, they are brought in as an Inference. 
This Leads to the Conſideration of the Con- 
text; which you may take briefly thus: 

B 2 That 
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That which our Apoſtle treats off in 
this and the two following Chapters, is the 
Rejection of the Jews and the Calling of the 
Gentiles. This was a very tender Point, and 
likely to give great Oſfence: And there- 
fore he begins his Diſcourſe about it, with | 
expreſſions of a moſt Hearty Concern, in 
the three firſt Verſes. He makes a moſt ſo- 
lemn Appeal,as to his Sorrow and Heavineſs 
on the Account of his Countrey men, who 
were continually more and more provoking | 
God to caſt them off by their obſtinate In- 
fidelity: Nay he wiſhes that he were even 
Accurſed from Chriſt, if that might be a | 
means of their Salvation. But l think we 
muſt look upon that as ſignifying his Wil- 
lingneſs to be diveſted of his Apoſtleſhip and 
other Peculiar Priviledges, Nay to be Caſt 
out of the Chriſtian Church, and reduc'd | 
to a Pagan State, and even eſteem'd one ab- 
norr'd of Chriſt himſelf, for their Benefit, 
if it were a poſſible thing for it to be that 
way promoted, rather than a deliberate 


Conſent to be really for ever ſeparated from 
| him. That he might the more fully con- 


vince the Jews that he was far from deſpi- 
ſing them, he reckons up verf. 4 & 5. ſeve- | 
ral Particulars, in which lay their Pre- emi- 
nence and Dignity above other Nations: 
And yet he ſhows that this People, tho” ſo 
highly dignify'd by God, might be by him 


Caſt off and rejected, without his being 5 
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all unfaithful: For that he by his Promiſe 
to Abrabam had not reſign'd his Sovereign- 
ty; but reſerv'd to himſelf the free diſpo- 
ſal of the Bleſſings he had promis'd, as he 
thought fit: as ſufficiently appear'd by the 
different treatment of Iſaac and Iſmacl, Eſa: 
and Jacob, and their reſpective Deſcendants. 
We may very well ſuppoſe, that theſe were 
therefore pitcht upon as Inſtances, becauſe 
their Caſe and Hiſtory was ſo well known 


among them, and fo liable to their Obſer- 
vation. And becauſe the poor Jews, who 
when they carried it moſt unſuitably to 
their ſpecial Relation to God, would yet 


pride themſelves in their Deſcent, and che- 


riſh towring thoughts of their own worth, 
might be apt to think this anrighteous, the 


1 Apoſtle tells them that God of old by his 
1 Servant Moſes claim'd to himſelf a Right 


and Liberty without impeachment, of di- 


ſtributing his Special Favours to whom he 


pleas d, when he made uſe of thoſe re- 
markable Words, which are cited joſt before 
the Text; 7 will have Mercy on whom I will 


have Mercy; and I will have Compaſſion, on 


whom 1 will have Compaſſion. So then ſays 


the Apoſtle; that is, from this very Paſ- 


ſage I infer, that it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſhew- 
eth Mercy. 1. e. I thence conclude, that the 
Reaſon why the Gentiles, and why Particular 
Sinners that are unworthy, are embrac'd and 
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peculiarly favour d of God, while the Jews 
and other Sinners are left in their choſen 
impenitence and infidelity, is not from any 
Antecedent worthineſs or diſpoſedneſs, that 


God ſaw in the former above the Latter, 


but from his free differencing Grace and 
Mercy. ?Tis not to be aſcribd to what is 
diſcern'd in Man, to any thing that he of 
himſelf is capable of doing, but to the free | 
Mercy of God. That alone makes the dif- 
ference; and into that muſt the whole of 
it be reſolv'd. | 
The Inference is highly Juſt, For may 
not God do what he will with bis own? And if 
he may, then tho' he is ſo good to all, 
as that none have Cauſe to complain, yet 
where any obtain diſtinguiſhing Favours, 
the Glory is to be reſery'd entire to the Di- 
vine Mercy. The Connexion thus Stated 
carries in it no great Difficulty. | 
A Second Enquiry is this; What that is 
that is not of bim that willeth, or of bim that 


' runneth, but of God that ſheweth Mercy ? | 


What does the It here refer to? The 
Words, It is, are omitted in the Original, 
and ſupply d by Our Tranſlatours: and very | 
juſtly. For the Paſſage is Elliptical, and 
word for word, runs thus : So then, not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, &c. 


and what that is, that is not ſo, is a need- 
ful enquiry, 


*Tis 


of God, according to verſ. 7. and treated 
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Tis Election is meant ſay ſome. That 
in their Apprehenſion is the thing that is 
not of bim that willeth, or of bim that runneth, 
but of God that ſheweth Mercy, They con- 
firm themſelves in their Apprehenſion,from 
verſ. 11. where mention is made of the Pur- 
poſe of God According to Election. Others 
underſtand it of Actual Believing only : 
and ſay tis that that is not of him that willeth 
or of him that runnetb, And they argue from 


the General Series of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe 
1 - 1n this Epiſtle. But 1 ſhould rather take ir 


more generally, as I verily believe the A- 
poſtle intended it, and explain it thus. That 
any are called to a participation of ſpecial 
Covenant Bleſſings; and that any are ſo 
called as to be ſavingly wrought on: that 
any become true Iſraelites as to the make of 
their Spirits, and their intereſt in the Spi- 
ritual Priviledges of the Covenant, Ac- 
cording to wer/. 6. that they are Children 


as ſuch : that any of thoſe who are all na- 


turally under the Curſe, come to be Children 


of the Promiſe, as you have it verſ. 8. this is 
not of him that willeth, nor of bim that runnetb, 
but God that ſheweth Mercy. It is not to be 
ultimately reſolv'd into Humane Pains and 
Induſtry: The Spring of it is to be ſearcht 
for, not in Man but in God. And he that 
will Conſiderately read over this Chapter 
till he comes to the Text, with this thought., 

B 4 may 
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min'd to embrace the Service of God that 
it commands the Active Powers. Neither 
of them is owing to Man himſelf; but both 
are to be aſcribd to God. Tis not 12 
ans 
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may (as | apprehend) eaſily ſee, that what- 
ſoever other ſenſes the words would bear, 
this is moſt natural, free, and eaſy. But 
then, Es 
3. It may be farther enquir'd, what we 
are here to underſtand by willing and ran- 


ning? The Anſwer is eaſy. It takes in good 
Inclinations and Diſpoſitions, and a Con- 
ſonant Practiſe. Tis a common Obſerva- 


tion, that tis an uſual thing with this Apo- 
ſtle to compare a Religious Life toa Courſe 
or Race : Where the Favour of God and 
Happineſs in it being fixt as the Prize to be 
obtain'd, men ſtrive to reach. it : Firſt de- 


ſiring above all things that they may reach 
it; and then adding vigorous: Endeavours 
to their Deſires, and employing their ut- 
moſt Diligence and Activity in thoſe Reli - 
gious Efforts, which are as ſo many Steps 
towards the reaching of their end. So run 
ſays he to the Corinthians, that ye may ob- 


tain. Like Paſſages are very frequent. 


What he here calls willing and running, bu: 


elſewhere ſtiles willing and doing. By Willing, 


he in both places means the ſimple Deſire 
and Inclination to obey and ſerve God : 
and by running here and doing in the other 


place, he means a Will ſo fixt and deter- 
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Mans foreſeen or obſerv'd Good Deſires or 
Deeds, *tis not from his Good Inclinations 
or Motions, that God ſets his Love upon 
him. The moving Spring is his own Mer- 
cy. But then, 

4. Four thly, in Anſwer to the laſt Que- 
ry, it may ſuffice to intimate, that by the 
Mercy of God, we are to underſtand his 
| Good Will to Men after they were become 
| Miſerable : that is, after that by Sin they 
had loſt that happy Condition in which they 
| were at firſt Created, His thus ſhewing 
| Mercy, proceeds from his ſole Goodneſs, 
and not ftom any Reaſon whereby he was 
oblig'd to have pity upon any; and it is 
1 exercisd in a Sovereign way: So that the 
particular Share of Mercy any receive, muſt 

be reſolv'd ultimately into his Pleaſure ; 
1 tho? at the ſame time God hath diſcover'd 
_ 1 himſelf in the Revelation of his Goſpel, fo 
1 inclinable to ſhew Mercy to all, that if any 


finally periſh, He is clear, and it muſt be 


aſcribd wholly to themſelves. 
1 Theſe things well conſider'd help to lead 
into the right and true Senſe of this Text. 
But that Miſtakes and Abuſes may be the 
more effectually prevented, there are three 
farther Remarks which are not unneedful. 
1. Tho? the Apoſtle ſays 'tis not of him 
that willeth, or of bim that runnetb, that one 
ſo far differs from another, as to become 
truly Pious, &c. yet he is far from inti- 
| mating 
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mating that willing and running is * 
lleſs; or that the Mercy of God will Act 


alone, in the ſecuring or furtherance of our 
Salvation, without a ſubſervient Agency 


on our Part. This is a Gloſs that would 


2 Pet. 3. 
16. 


Prov. 10. 
22. 
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have Fatal Conſequences. They that ſhould | 


be ſo unlearned and unſtable, as thus to wreſt | 
this Text, (as St. Peter tells us many have | 
done ſome other Paſſages of St. Pauls E- | 
piſtles) might do it to their own Deſtruction. 

With good reaſon may we tell the Coun- | 
trey man that tis not from his Plowing and 
Sowing that he has a Good Crop, but from 
the Kind Providence of Almighty God; 
And the Citizen, that it is not his Dili- | 
gence and Induſtry, but the Bleſſing of the | 
Lord that maketh rich : But ſhould hor the 
one or the other thereupon apprehend that 
their Care and Pains might be ſpared; 
ſhould they go to throw all upon God, ex- 
petting he would Act alone; no other could N 


be expected, than that they mould ſmart for 


Folly. | 
There is ſcarce any thing more eaſily 
obſervable to thoſe who are converſant 
with the Sacred Scriptures, than the Care 
that is there taken to aſcribe all things to | 
God. This holds ſo univerſally, that even | 


the Commoneſt things, in which all the 


World knows our Pains is neceſſary, are 


6 nz x not excluded. Except the Lord build the | 
' Houſe, ſays David, they labour in wain that | 


| 
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| yet who expects a Houſe ſhould be built 
| without La 
ſteem'd by any one an Extravagance con- 
| trary to common Senſe ? So we are told by 
the Prophet, that it is not in Man that walketh Jer.10.23. 


calls for Univerſal Imitation. For nothing 
can be more certain, than that our utmoſt 
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build it. But tho their Labour is in van 
any otherwiſe than under the Conduct and 
ſucceeding Influence of Divine Providence, 


ur? Would not this be e- 


to direct bis Steps. Under the ſenſe of which 
he looks ſeriouſly upward, and his Practiſe 


Prudence and Foreſight cannot ſecure us of 

Succeſs in any one Undertaking : and there- 

fore there's all the Reaſon in the World for 

acknowledging God in all our Ways, and hum- prov. 3. 6. 

bly begging that he would direct our Paths. 

And yet {till tbe Wiſe Mans Eyes are in bis Eccleſ. 2. 

Head. Should he forbear uſing them, and 14 

AQ blindly, and at all Adventures, with- 

out looking before him, and round about 

him, He'd be running upon Snares and Pre- 

Cipices at every turn, and but expoſe him- 

ſelf in pretending to expect that the Pro- 

vidence of God ſhould interpoſe to preſerve 

him. The Caſe before us is not unlike. 

Without all queſtion, God will ſave none 

without willing and runming, tho he will not 

ſave any for it. It will not indeed be to 

that that their Salvation will be owing, and 

yet that in its Place is abſolutely neceſſary. 
Otherwiſe, 
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T Otherwiſe, how comes running, ſtriving, wreſt- 
ling and fighting, to be ſo often urg d, and 
ſo earneſtly preſs'd by this very Apoſtle 
in all his Epiſtles, upon all that ever would 
be Heirs of Salvation? Not to mention o- 
ther Places ; Conſider his ſolemn Charge to 
F Phil.2.12. the Philippians. Work out your own Salvation 
with fear and trembling, There's no recon- 

ciling that with this Text, or even with its 

own Context, upon any other Suppoſition 

than this: that tho? we ſhall never be ſav'd 

for our willing, or running, or-working ; 

yet to hope that the Mercy of God will ſave 

us without Activity, nay without the utmoſt 
Activity, on our Part, under his Conduct and 

Influence, is a Groſs Deluſion. 

2. Nothing can be more remote from the 
Apoſtles intention here, than to intimate 
any ſuch thing as if Hearty Willing was ever 
fruitleſs, When he fays, tis not of bim that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that ſheweth Mercy, He is far from mea- 
ning that he is at all backward to ſhew Mer- 
cy, where he finds Perſons heartily willing 
and running. That none indeed do Heartily 
will and run of themſelves any otherwiſe 
than as excited of God; that he throws a 
Mantle over us, as Eljab did in the Cafe of 
Eliſha, before we think in earneſt of lea- 
ving thoſe Employments which are more 
. agreeable to corrupt Nature, and follow- 
ee ing 
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ing Him, is with me paſt Doubt; and will | 
be evidenc'd in the ſubſequent Part of this 
Diſcourſe : For 1 muſt confeſs I apprehend 
this to be a thing in this Text mainly in- 
tended: And yet ſtill this muſt ſtand Firm; 
whereſoever Perſons do will and run, God 
is ready to ſhew Mercy. He that diſcovers 
ſo much Compaſſion towards us while ali- 
enated, and enemies in our Mind by wicked Col. 1. 21. 
works; He that invites us to himſelf with 
ſuch earneſtneſs and importunity; He that 
waits to be Gracious, and hath aſſur'd us 
with an Oath, that he hath mo pleaſure in pzek, 33. 
the Death of the Wicked, but that be turn 11, 
from his way and Live: He that ſeeks us fo 
carefully as Loſt Sheep while we are wan- 
dring from him in the Ways of Vanity and 
Folly, cannot certainly turn his back upon 
us, when our Wills are fixt for him; and 
we are bent upon running in the way of 
his Commandments. This is utterly un- 
conceivable; as well becauſe oppoſite and 
irreconcileable to his merciful and gracious 
Nature ſo many ways diſcovered; as be- 

cauſe it would carry in it a diſowning of 
his own Work, which ſuch a Temper and 
Poſture produc'd muſt be acknowledged 
to be, by all that will give God what he 
claims as his own. On which Account, 
tho we don't ſay with St, Chryſeſtom, that 
tis of Man to will and run, we may jet 

| wn very 
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very ſafely hold with him * That this ought 
to be deeply fixt in our Minds, that it is not 
poſſible that that Man ſhould at any time be 
left of God, who is induſtrious and * a- 
bout bis own Salvation, and concern: 

about it, with all poſſible Diligence. 


3. Note farther, that the Apoſtle is 


thoſe who are Accepted, without giving 


ſpeaking here of Aſercy, with reference to | 


any Foundation for imagining that the Caſe | 
is the ſame on the other ſide as to Juſtice | 


and Severity, in the Caſe of thoſe who are | 
rejected. He declares indeed, that tis not | 


of Him that willeth, nor of Him that runneth, | 
but of God that ſheweth Mercy, that any are | 


peculiarly favour'd : But he doth not inti- || 
mate that tis not for want of willing and 

running, but of God that delighteth in Se- | 
verity, or in the exerciſe of meer Abſolute | 


Sovereignty, that others are finally reje- | 


Qed. Neither is there any Parity, as a Foun- 


dation for a juſt Compariſon. The Text 


e of thoſe whom God treats and em- 
braces as his own; and there it tells us we 


muſt 
* Homil. in Jerem. 10. 23. Tom.3. 5 
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2 on the bright ſide, and ſtates the 
Ca 
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muſt faſten upon unaccountable Mercy as 
the Riſe of all: But if we turn to the Dar- 
ker ſide, and view the Caſe of thoſe who are 
Caſt off by God, we are not allow'd to fa- 
ſten upon unaccountable Severity as the 
— Cauſe. That is eaſily to be ac- 
counted for, by recourſe to the Creature, 
and viewing its incurable Malignity, even 
under the ſtrivings of Divine Mercy. Our 
Saviour hath himſelf ſufficiently clear'd that 
matter, when he in ſo many Words tells 
thoſe among whom he preacht, and before 
whom he wrought his Miracles, that this 
was their Ruin: Te will not come to me that h 
| ye might have Life. , 
Some poſſibly in oppoſition to this, might 
be ready enough to faſten upon a Paſſage 
we meet with in the next Verſe but one to 
the Text, where we have theſe Words, 
and whom be will, be hardneth. Which may 
ſeem upon a light and tranſient View to in- 
timate, as if God was to the full as Arbi- 
trary in his Severity, as in his Mercy. But 
cloſer thoughts on the matter will, 'm per- 
ſwaded, produce different Apprehenſions. 
For the main Argument, which the Apoſtle 
is purſuing in this Chapter proves the con- 
trary. That /ſaac indeed was preferr'd be- 
fore Iſmael, and Jacob before his Brother 
Eſau, was, as the Apoſtle tells us, to be a- 
ſcrib'd to the ſpecial Goodneſs of God: 
But that the Jews who were the . 
N ants 


— do din. ME 


1 


D 


rr 


Free Gute in its Gloyy, ng 


. - 


Divine Mercy Exalted: Or, 


dants of theſe Gods ſpecial Favourites, were 
about to be caſt off, while the Gentiles were 
taken in; this he tells us was long of them- 
ſelves. And therefore, ver. 32. He gives a 
plain Reaſon of the Jews rejection, tho' he 
had before intimated throughout the Chap- 
ter, that there was no Reaſon but Sove- 
reign Mercy to be given, either for the 
Calling of the Gentiles, or the Favouring of 
ſome Particular Perſons, while others were 
rejected. For he ſhows the Jews were caſt 
off, not becauſe God was bent upon their 
Ruin; but becauſe by Error they hardned 
themſelves againſt Chriſt, as not anſwe- 
ring their Carnal erroneous ExpeQations : 
Which he particularly dilates upon in the 
Chapter that immediately follows. 
And as for that Phraſe of God's Harde- 
ning Perſons, it need Create no difficulty, if 
it be regarded as a Penal AQ, conſequens 
upon their own ſelf Hardening: a Penal 
withdrawment of forfeited Grace, upon 
which. nothing but Hardneſs can enſue. 
Thus it moſt plainly is to be underſtood in 
the Caſe of Pharaob, which is here referr'd 
to. That it is ſo to be underſtood in the 
Caſe of others alſo, is plain from verſ. 22, 
& 23. where we are told, that God prepares 
the Veſſels of Mercy unto Glory, on one 
Hand: but not that he prepar'd the Veſſels 
of Wrath for Deſtruction on the other 
Hand ; but that he with much Long-ſuffering 
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and Patience endured them A clear Evi- 
dence that he rather permitted them when 
left to themſelves, to Harden their own 
Hearts, than poſitively concurr'd in it. 
And indeed, tho the Divine Mercy is ever 
free, yet Gods Severity is always defery'd;' - 
Being thus led iato the proper Senſe and 
Intention of the words, we cannot be at a 


Loſs as to the Head of Chriſtian Doctrine 


which they. ſuggeſt to our Meditation 5 
which is this: Es 
That the Mercy of God, is ; the only true ana 
proper Spring of the Recovery and Salvation EI 
a lapſed Creature, 10111 
The Handling this Important Truth with 
any Exactneſs, is far beyond the Compaſs of 
a ſingle Diſcourſe. 1 ſhall therefore con- 
tent = ſelf with branching out the _— 
into four plain Propoſitions, which 2 
ring confirny'd by Scripture end Reaſob/wi 
preſent the Point propos d to our: View; a8 
attended with a en _ 157 
be % WO 
1. Prop. The providing a Mediatour, aud 
all Overtures about Reconciliation through 
him, are of God that ſheweth Mercy. 'Ns- 
thing but meer Pity and Compaſſion conld 
move him, when ſo highly — to 
think of a Saviour for a Loſt World.; 
whom he might have left to petiſh in theic 
miſerable State, without any room for an 


Lnprachmeat: Alas, _ could = 


Gen. 3.8, 
10. 


tural Attendant of Guilt. And that pre- 


v 
Fallen Man was ſo far from thoughts of re- 


amb for ſtanding wholly upon his own bot- 


own Son for a Mediatour. Hath Man then 
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Man do to deſerve a Saviour, or-to-inducc 
God to provide one for him! In his Enmi- 
ty, he had no thoughts of Reconciliation : 
nay inſtead thereof, was for hardening him- 
ſelf in his Rebellion. We find Guilty Adam 
flys'from God, even in Paradiſe; inſtead of 
moving towards him, to beg Pardon, and 
make his Peace. Jealouſy and Fear is a na- 


| 


ailing, confirms in an Obſtinate Hardaeſs. 


tur ning back co God, or doing any thing 
to move him ta relax the threatned Puniſn- 
ment and forgive; He was ſuch a Stranger 
ta willing and raqzmg towards Him, that 
the: was for ſnunning all Converſe with him, 


tom, and that matwithſtanding it was evi- 
y diſcernabie, that nothing but Miſery 
Kouldc be: the Upſhot. This was the Caſe 
hen God was pleaſed to give the firſt 
Notice of a; Saviour, and of intending his 


any thing hers ta do? muſt got the whole 
therefolv'd into Gods inclination 'to. ſhew 
Mercy? Why ſhauld a Saviour be de- 
Hign'd for fallen Ortatures of am ſort, when 
ahey had wilfully forfeited all their Intereſt 
hl Gd: amd why for Men rather than 
poſtate Angels? What Agount can be 
givem of this, but: that thus it: pleaſed God 
Mes Mercy 2: and to ſeledt the race of 
asl“ : Apoſtate 


. . r . . ent alt ae. 


-- Free Gzace in its Glow; 19 
Apoſtate Adam as Objects of it, rather than 
a much nobler Order of Creatures, who 
were in a like Condition ? Our Lord bim- 
ſelf aſcribes this wholly to the Love of God, 
and ſo muſt we. God (ſays he) ſo loved the ” 
World, that be gave his only begotten Son, &c. Joh.3. 16. 
This is Univerſally own'd, and therefore! 
go on. ; 


2 Prop. Means us'd towards the Recove- 

ry of Fallen Man, through this Mediatour, 

are of God that ſheweth Mercy. What our 

Bleſſed Lord faid to his Diſciples, as to the 
Peculiar Favours that were conferr'd upon 

them is very remarkable. It is given unto Mattb. 13. 
you to know the Myſterys of the Kingdom of 11. 
Heaven, but to them it is not given. It holds 

true not only as to any Peculiar Illuminati- 

on to ſerve certain ſpecial Divine Purpo- 
ſes, but as to other Expreſſions of the Di. 
vine 'Benignity, any kind Methods, that 
have a Betieficial tendency ; all are given ; 
none are deſerv'd ; they are given by on 
that is not indebted. 80 that if they hi 
not been given, the Creature had not any 
way been wrong'd ; but having them piven 
ſhould de led to adore the Divine Mercy. 
All the Marks of the Divine Goodneſs that 
any of the Children of Mea enjoy in theit 
Apoſtate State, come to them through a Me- 
diatour: and are all Given by a God ſhew- 
ing Mercy. We may here diſtincly con- 


g Acts 14. 
117. 
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ſider Providential Means, and Miniſterial 


Helps. 

Frovidential Means are very Conſiderable 
in their Place. St. Paul and Barnabas told 
the Poor blind Heathens they were prea- 
ching to at Lyſtra, that God left not himſelf 
without witneſs, even amongſt them. Wit- 
neſs of what? why he Left not himſelf 
without Witneſs, of his inclination to ſhew 
Mercy upon ſome Account or other, tho? 
that was not diſtinaly diſcover d to them. 
They inſtanc'd in his giving Rain from Hea- 
Yen, and fruitful Seaſons; and filling their 
Hearts with Food and Gladreſs : which were | 
convincing Evidences, that God was their 


merciful Ruler and Benefactor, and that 


they were not us d as they deſerv'd : For if 
they had; had not God been inclin'd to ſhew 
Mercy; they'd have had quite other ſort of 
Treatment. And indeed, all the Kindneſs 
of Providence, all the Reſtraints upon Per- 
ſons, whereby they are kept from being as 


bad as otherwiſe they would be, all Con- 


duct in Straits, Suecours io Difficultys, De- 
liverances from Dangers, Succeſs in Affairs, 
and Supplys of ſuch things as tend to make 
Life Comfortable, and render Mea uſeful, 

and Bleſſings in their Places, are deſign d 
to lead thoſe to Repentance that will take 
notice of Gods deſign in them, are efforts 
of. {08 1 0 Mercy for their Food, 


But 
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But Miniſterial Helps riſe much higher. 
By inſtituting a Miniſtry in his Church, God 
hath appointed an Order of Men, whoſe - 
great Work and Buſineſs it is, to Beſeech 2 Cor. 5. 
Loſt Sinners to be reconciled to Him. They 20. 
are to ſhew Men the wretchedneſs of their 
Condition, point out their Saviour to them, 
ſet him in all his Charms before them, and 
preſs them to accept his offer*d help, by the 
moſt moving Arguments of Duty and In- 
tereſt; and to urge thoſe Conſiderations up- 
on them, that have the greateſt tendency 
to work both vpon their Fear, and upon 
their Hope. This muſt be own'd a vaſt 
Advantage. Obſerving indeed how ſtrange- 
ly Men are wedded to their Luſts, and how 
unwilling to be ſeparated from them, 'tis 
natural enough to cry out, that tis as fooliſh 
an Attempt to go about in ſuch a Caſe to 
uſe Perſwaſion, as it would be to go among 


the Tombſtones, and call upon the Dead, 


to ariſe ont of their Graves. lt muſt be con- 
feſs d, it hath ſuch an Appearance; neither 
would the Reality of the Caſe be differeat, 
had we Miniſters only, our own Skill and 
Strength, and the Natural Energy of our 
own Words and Arguments to depend 
upon. And yet, it pleaſes God even by the Cor. 1. 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that be- 21, 
lie ve. In this Way and Method, which the 
Wiſe men of the World ſo much deſpiſe, 
doth it pleaſe God to bring in, and build ® 
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all things external is the greateſt Help, and 
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the Heirs of Salvation. Many in all Ages 
have been this way recover d and ſav d. And 
as there is Great Mercy in inſtituting the 


Office of the Miaiſtry in General, So is there 
a peculiar Diſpoſal of that very Mercy to 
ſome rather than others that Deſer ves Ob- 


ſervation. 
Some that pretend to have made an ex- 
act Calculation, do obſerve, that if the 


Earth, as far as it is at this day known, were 


divided into 30 Equal Parts, 19 of them are 
Pagan, 6 Mahnmetan, and but; Chriſtian, 
Who that gives way to Conſideration, can 
forbear wondring that theſe five Parts of 
the Earth ſhould be more favonr'd than the 
other 25 


* * 


Nation, or any particular Perſons, are favour d 
with a faithful Goſpel Miniſtry, which of 


moſt promotes their Recovery ? is this from 


Man or from God? is it from their owa 


willing and running, or from God that ſhew- 


eth Mercy? Take it in the Caſe of the Go- 
ſpel's firſt coming to any People, and the 
Drift of my Argument will appear moſt 
plainly. When any Nation that before was 


cover'd with Heatheniſh Darkneſs, has the 


2. Sun of Righteouſueſs ariſing upon them, with 
healing in bis Wings ; when thoſe that bow d 
down before Stocks and Stones, and debg- 


4 themſelves in worſhipping Damp 10 h 
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Whence comes it then, that any Land or 
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iave Goſpel Miniſters ſent amongſt them, 
s Ambaſſadors from the God of Peace, to 
publiſh Pardon and Reconciliation, and per- 
ſwade them to a Compliance with the Di- 
vine Demands through Mediatour, in or- 
der to their Salvation; is this owing to 
to their own previous pains, good Di- 
ſpoſition, and earneſt Application ou that 
behalf, beyond others, or to God's incli- 
nation to ſhew Mercy to them? I ſhould 
think the bare Propoſal of the Queſtion 
would ſhew any one how to determine it- 
Should there be any demurr, I would re- 
1 commend the Hiſtory of the ſpreading of 
the Goſpel, as related in the Ad, of the 
Apoſtles to ſerious Conſideratiou. Twould 
draw me too far aſide to dilate upon it ; 
But this will appear evident to ſuch as 
. peruſe it with any Thought or Obſervati- 
on: That as the Apoſtles were under Divine 
Conduct in going from one Covntrey to 
another, to ſpread the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
ſo their being directed to one Countrey ra- 
ther than another, was not becauſe the Per- 
ſons to whom they ſhould apply themſelves, 
were more deſerving of ſuch a Favour than 
they were elſewhere. For the Apoſtles were 
forbidden to preach. the Goſpel to ſome 
where they found no oppoſition among the 
People, and were commanded to preach in 
other places, where People ſhew'd them- 
ſelves groſly unworthy. + 


— — 
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Ibis matter deſerves to be Conſider d ii 
the Caſe of this Land of Ours, that was be- 
times favour'd with a Goſpel Miniſtry, whie 
many other Countries that were in Situation 
much. nearer to that particular Spot ,of 
Ground, where our Saviour liv'd on Earth, 
and whence his Apoſtles and their Follow- 
ers firſt ſet forth to ſpread the Goſpel, 
were left without it. Do you imagine, it 
was - becauſe we were better than others, 
more diſpos'd to receive and entertain the 
Goſpel, and comply with it,than the People 
in other Lands, that we have been more fa- 
vour'd? Was this the reaſon of the difference 
made between us and them ia this reſpeQ ? I 
think we may very ſafely defy any that ſhould 
alledge it,to give the leaſt ſhadow of an Evi- 
dence of the Truth of it. Conſulting 
our Sacred Oracles, we find the matter quite 
otherwiſe repreſented. The Prophet 1/azab 
ſpeaking concerning the Converſion of the 
Gentiles by a Goſpel Miniſtry, plaialy ſtates 
the Caſe, and St. Paul after him in God's 
own words, which are applicable to any 
Nation or People receiving the: Goſpel in 
their Heathen State. I was found of them 
(ſays God) that ſought me not; I was made 
manifeſt unto them that asked not after me. 
If ſo, what room is there for a pretence of 
willing or running? what words could more 
fully intimate, that the Benefit of Goſpel- 
Light and Means, mult be aſcrib'd to God 
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ſhewing Mercy ? From that Text which is fo 
clear as that it may ſupply the place of many, 
thus argue. Either a Reaſon diſtinct from 
the Divine Mercy to ſome above others, can 
be aſſign'd, why ſome Nations and Coun- 
treys have for many Ages had a Goſpel 
Miniſtry among them, while others even 
to this day are without it; or it cannot. If 
any ſuch reaſon can be aſſign'd, I'd gladly 
know what it is. Tis plain it is not willing 
or running; for God ſays expreſly, they ſought 
him not; they asked not after bim. This was 
not the Caſe of the Inhabitants of a few 
Places only, but of the Gentile World in 
General, and of the ſeveral Particular Na- 

tions that were amongſt them, before the 

day Spring or Sun- riſing from. on bigb viſited Luk. i. 78, 
them; to give Light to them that ſate in Dark- 79. 
neſs,and in the ſhadow of Death: to guide their 
Feet into the way of Peace. ENGLAND, 
SCOTLAND and IRELAND no more 
ought or ask d after God, before the Goſpel 
came among us than the Iſland of MA D A- 
GASCAR: or HOLLAND than 
TARTARY. Why then is one Coun- 
trey more favour'd with ſo great a Bleſſing 
than-another ? Let thoſe, who are the moſt 
averſe to the giving the Glory entirely to 
the Divine Mercy, ſolve this Point in the 
Caſe of Nations, and well ſolve it after- 
wards the fame way in the Caſe of Parti- 
cylar Perſons, as to their Peculiar outward 
or 


Divine Mert Exalted : Or, 

er inward helps, with which God is pleas'd 
to favour them; till then let chem be ſilent, 
and reſt ſatisfy'd with that in one, with 
which they muſt be ſatisfy'd in the other 


Caſe, unleſs they egregioully trifle. 


3 Prop. The inclination of lapſed Crea- 
tures, even under the apteſt means to put 
forth themſelves with Concern and Vigour 
in a way of Endeavour, is not from them- 
ſelves, but given and ſtirr'd up by God that 
ſneweth Mercy. In proof of this, Let it 
be diſtinctly conſider d, what Account is 
given in Scripture of the Condition of Man- 
kind, while under the Power of Corrupti- 
on, and ot that Divine Operation which 
precedes and produces the Change and Al- 
teration, when they are brought heartily 
to will and run in the ways of God. 

1. Let us Conſider what Account we have 
given us in Scripture of the Condition of 
Mankind while under the Power of Cor- 
ruption. This is very ſignificantly deſcri- 


bed to us ig a great variety of Expreſſions, 


of which ſome are Proper, and others Me- 
taphorical. We are told that in the Con- 
dition in which the Goſpel Call comes to 
us, we were wuzgadly, and without firength. 
We had nothing in us to move God to help 
us, for we were «godly; No power to help 
our ſelves, for we were without Strength. 
When the Divine Spirit makes is firſt 0 
L : Proac 
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proach; he finds us dead in Treſpaſſes and Epheſ.2.5 
Sim; and * Alienated from the Life of God. Ephel. 4- 
and therefore our Impotency as to the ſer- 

ving any ſpiritval Purpoſes is much dilated 

on. We are told that the natural or Ani- 1 Cor. 2. 
mal man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 

of God : for they are fooliſhneſs unto bim, 
nettber can be know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned. If fo, How can we in this 
State be truly willing ? So far is it from 
that, that we are full of Averſion. The Rom. S. 7. 
Carnal Mind is enmity againſt God; for it is 
not ſuhject to the Law of God, neither indeed 
can be; and how then can there be any 
running, when the Heart ſtands bent another 
way? And which is more, our Saviour him- 
ſelf tells us, that we cannot come unto him 
for that help which he is ſo ready to afford 
us, unleſs bis Father dr aw us. 

He freely own that *tis a very Poſſible 
thing, for expreſſions of this Nature to be 
over ſtrain'd and carry'd too far. I am 
well ſatisfy d, they are deſigu d to expreſs a 
Moral, and not a meer Natural Impotency; 
That is to ſay, that which is mainly in- 
tended thereby, is that our Wills Labour 
under ſuch a Malignity as precludes Hearty 
Endeavours; ſuch a lamentable Indiſpoſiti- 
on, as we ſhall never of our ſelves get over, 
or ſnake off. But in the mean time, they muſt 
have but a very low and faint ſenſe of the 
Deprarity of our Natures, who after all that 

ah. * 15 
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is ſuggeſted in Holy Writ upon that Head, 

do yet apprehend, that any Man (whatever 

his natural Power may be ſaid to ſuffice for) 

does actually will and run, without a Power- 

ful Divine touch upon his Heart. And then, 
2. Let us alſo conſider the Account we 

have given in Scripture of that Divine 
Operation, which precedes, and produces 

the Change and Alteration that there is in 

thoſe Perſons, who are brought heartily to 

will and run in the ways of God. The Il- 
lumination of the Mind is compared to Gods 

2 Cor. 4. 6. cauſing Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs in the 
| Creation. And we are ſaid to be Gods HWork- 
manſhip, created in Cbriſt Jeſus unto good 
10. Works. And to be born again. And to 
Joha 3. 3. have Faith which is the root of all accepta- 
| ble Obedience, wrovght in us by the ſame 
Epheſ. 1. Power whereby God raiſed Cbriſt from the Dead. 
{ 19,20, God is alſo ſaid to give us a new Heart, and 
to put a new Spirit within us, to take away the 

Frek: 36. Stony Heart out of our Fleſh, and to give us an 
| 26,27. Heart of Fleſh; to put bis Spirit within us, 
| and canſe us to walk in his Statutes, and keep 
| his Judgments. Which magnificent ſort of 
| Expreſſions, with many others of the like 
nature, we may well conceive had never been 
us'd by the Sacred Pen men, but to ſignify 
to us our abſolute Dependance upon a pow- 
erful Divine Operation, for any thing in us 
that hath a Saving tendency ; for our Con- 
verſion, with all its happy Fruits and _ 


Epheſ. 2. 
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God hath various and thoſe very different 
Methods of reaching the ſame End. Not 
to multiply Particulars, he works upon 
ſome by Afflictions, and upon others by his 
Word. But be it by either of theſe means, 
or any other way, that ſuch as were natu- 
rally indiſpos'd or averſe, and of a ſenſual 
Diſpoſition, are brought in earneſt to miad 
the things of God, and to apply themſelves 
with ſeriouſneſs to the great Concern of 
Religion, willing and running like thoſe that 
are deeply ſenſible how much depends upon 
It, it is to be aſcrib'd to God ſhewing Aercy. 


do good to Souls, and they have a tenden- 
cy that way. Adverſity many times brings 
thoſe to conſider their ways and be wiſe, 
who while their Eſtate was proſperous for- 
gat God, their Souls, and another World, 
and liv'd as if they were to live here al- 
ways. And therefore we are told, that when 
Gods Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabi- 
tants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 
They will, that is, ſome will be brought to 
it vader. the influence of the Grace of God. 
Manaſſeh, when all things went well with 


him, wrought much Evil in the ſigbt of the 


Lord : but when be was in 
he came afterwards to be taken by his E- 
nemies, bound in Fetters, and carry'd Cap- 
tive into Babylon, then be beſoupht the Lord 
bis, God, and bumbled bimſclf greatly before the 
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Afflictions are a means God often uſes to 


1þ. 26.5. 


2 Chron. 


AfftsTion, when 33. 6, 11, 
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God of bis Fathers. Then be became a true 
Penitent. Bot it was God that ſet i 
this way impreſsd thoſe Conſiderations 
ſtrongly upon him, that were needful to 
awaken him, otherwiſe no ſuch effect had 
been produc'd. So alſo the poor Prodi- 
gal, when he was pinch'd and almoſt ſtarv'd, 
thought of returning to his Father. But it 


was God that ſtirr'd thoſe thoughts in his 


Mind, and fixt them upon him, or even un- 
der the utmoſt Straits, he had continu'd a 
Vagabond ſtill. . This is plain from hence, 
in that Affliction hath no Power to tranſ- 
form the Mind or ſubdue Corruption. It 
is a means, but no farther effectual than as 
manag'd and directed by God the great 
Agent; And therefore Elibu was altoge- 
ther in the right, when ſhewing Job in his 


great Diſtreſs, that God called Men to Re- 


pentance by Afflictions, and how they pro- 
duced good Effects, he concludes thus: Lo 
all theſe things worketh God oftentimes with 
Man. For though Men are to look about 


them and Conſider well, that they mayn't 


looſe the Benefit of their Afflictions, 
yet tis God's working that at any time 
makes them inſtrumental to turn a Sin- 
ner into a Saint, or to advance his faithful 
Servants in real Holineſs: bb algo 

The Word of God, and that as'publiſh'd 
and preach'd by his Miaiſters, is often alſo 
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inſtrumental,in producing a Saving Change: 
but no otherwiſe than as it pleaſes God 2 
therewith to reveal bis Arm: i. e. to diſplay Ifa. 52. i: 
his Power. When God ſends vs to a Com- NF 
pany of poor Sinners, our Caſe is much the 
ſame with that of the Prophet Ezekiel in his 
Viſion among the Dry Bones. Upon a Com-. Pzek. 35. 
mand of God we Cry aloud as he did, O je © 
dry Bones bear the Word of the Lord. And Ver. 
when it pleaſes God to cauſe Breath to enter 2 
into them, they Live, but not before. When Ver. 5. 
God opened the Heart of Lydia, ſhe then at- Act. 16. 14 
tended unto. the things that were ſpoken of Paul. 
Before ſhe heard them as common things, | 
they had no effect: But God opening her 4 

? 
| 
| 
| 


Heart the Word entred, and became the pet. i. 23 
Seed of a new Birth: after which ſhe came 
Heartily to will and run in the way to Hea- 
1 eee, are, 
St. Pau often diſcoversa warm Senſe of | 
his entire Dependance on the Divine effica« | 
cy for the Succeſs of his Labours m the 
Work of theGoſpel, whereby he endeavour d 
to do good to Souls. Whe is Paul, and who 
is Apollos, but Adiniſters by whom ye believ d; 
even as tbe Lord gave to every Man ? 1 (lays 1 Car, 3. 
he) bawe planted, Apollos watred, bat God 5,6. 
gave the encreaſe. He never was afraid of 
aſctibing too much to God. And indeed we al 
Miniſters may preach till Doomſday, and | 
never be the Iuſtruments of any Man's i 1 
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verſion, never bring any Heartily to will and 
run in the Ways of God, unleſs he interpo- 
ſes with his Almighty Power. The Mean 
is good, but the Efficacy that muſt mae it 
ſucceſsful, wholly his. 5 
But what need is there of much arguing 
upon this Point, when we have fo plain a 
Paſſage as that in the Epiſtle to the Philippi- 
Phil.2.13. ans; Tis God that wor keth in yon, to will and 
to do of his good Pleaſure. One would think 
that ſingle Place ſhould convince all thoſe 
of great Preſumption, who pretend that 
Gods firſt Gracious Communication to ſome 
above others, is owing to their Antecedent 
pliable Inclination and Diſpoſition, and to 
the good uſe made of their own Free Will. 
For were that the Gaſe, how could the A- 
poſtle reſolve the matter into God's Good 
Pleaſure ? Nay how could he ſay their good 
Inclination and Diſpofition,with all its ha 
py Effects, were of bis Vorting? The Reaſon 
why God gave his ſpecial Grace to ſome, 
and not to others, would chen be very evi- 
dent. There would be no need of recourſe 
to God's good Pleaſure ;, for there's none but 
mult own thata deſerving Perſon ought to 
be preferr'd before one that merits nothing: 
One that is humble and mollify d, before 
another that is Fierce and Proud: and he 
that ſhall incline his Will to that which is 
Good, before him that is incurably a 
5 85 DID —_ 
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with Sin and Wickedneſs, But ſays the A- 


poſtle, God finds no ſuch difference in his 


firſt Application to us; and what difference 


there is, ariſes from bis working in #s; That 


little Addition, of bis good Pleaſure, at once 
overthrows the Syſtem of thoſe who plead 
that God only gives us the Power of willing 


.and doing ; that he hath given vs a Free 


Will, but that tis we that turn our own 
Wills either to Vice or Vertue, Sin or Ho- 
lineſs. For if it is of Gods good Pleaſure 
that ſome are wrovght on, while others are 
left to themſelves (which might have been 
the Caſe of all, without any unjuſtice) then 
is there a Separation and Diſtinction which 
he makes between Men and Men by a Pure 
Act of his Mercy: whereas there is not a 
Man upon Earth, to whom he hath not given 
the Faculty of willing, in beſtowing on him 
a Reaſonable Soul. This good Pleaſure of God 
ſpeaks ſomething peculiar in the Caſe of 
ome above others. For though Gad hath 
done more for all, than he was bound to do 
for any, yet if he did not do more for ſome 
than he does for all, none of the Apoſtate 


Race of Adam would ever be ſav'd. 


This is what St. Paul ſeems to have laid 4 
mighty ſtreſs upon, for he oft'inculcates it. He 


particularly appears much concern d to curb 


that Proud aſpiring which would be the un- 
avoidable Conſequence 5 ſuppoſing, that 2 
gee Ditte- 
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Difference, that there is between God's Chil- 
dren and otbers, was owing to themſelves. 


1 Cor. 4.7 He cries out, who mateth thee to differ from 


another? and what haſt thou that thou didſt not 
receive? I can eaſily grant, that theſe words 
of his have a ſpecial Reference to thoſe emi- 
nent Gifts whereby one Paſtor differ'd from 
another among the Corinthians: and yet we 
may draw from them an Argument, as 
from that which is greater to that which is 
leſs in our Caſe: For if different Gifts, 
were to be aſcribed. to God; differencing 
Grace'mult be ſo much more. So that they 
are very aptly applicable to any Member 
of the Church; to any one brought home 
to Chriſt under a Goſpel Miniſtry ; to any 
one brought in earneſt to look out after 
God. Iis God and not the Teacher, tis 
God and not he himſelf, that makes him to 
differ from another Man, who ſits it may 
be all the while under the ſame Miniſtry, 
and enjoys the ſame: means; and was per- 
haps in humane Appearance the more 
likely to be Converted of the two. The 
Council of Orange, which was Aſſembled 
A. C. 529, in whoſe Determinations we 
have in the judgment of the Great V/her 
and the Learned Dailly, the beſt Deci- 
ſion of the Difficulties that relate to Graze 
and Free Will, that are to be met with in 
- all Antiquity: This Famous Council 1 
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this place of Scripture among others, 
* to prove that it is from ſpecial Grace, 
and the influence of the Spirit, that any 
Inclination is produced in the Will of a 
Corrupt Creature towards God. | 
So-that God's firſt ſtirring up of Perſons 
to will and run, which is the Foundation of 
any Difference that after wards appears be- 
tween them and others, with reſpect to Gtace, 
is attended with an abundant Evidence. 


En W 5 Our participation of the Promi- 
ſed Bleſſings upon our willing and ranning, is 
not of Man, or owing to the Energy ot our 
own Endeavours, but to God that ſhemeth 
Mercy. As it is of God that we will and _ 
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* Vide Capitula Hujus Concilii in Uſer. Pri- 
mord. Eccieſ. Britannic. Cap. 14. Ubi Art. 6. 
{ic fe Habet. Si quis Sine gratia Dei credenti- 
bus, volentibus, deſiderantibus, conantibus, La- 
borantibus, vigilantibus, ſtudentibus, petentibus, 
quærentibus, pulſantibus nobis, miſericord iam 
dicit conferri divinitus; non autem ut creda- 
mus, velimus, vel hæc omnia, ſicut Oportet; 


agere valeamus, per infuſionem & inſpiratiunem 


S. Spiritus in nobis fieri confitetur; & aut humi- 


litati aut Obedientiz humanæ ſubjungit Gratiæ 


Adjutorium, nec ut obedientes & humiles ſimus 
ipſius gratiæ donum eſſe conſentit; reſiſtit A- 
poſtolo dicenti : Quid habes quod non accepiſti? 
& Gratia Dei ſum if quod Sym. 1 Cor. 4. 7: 
x Cor. 15. 10: 2 


35 


| 


36 Divine Mercy Exalted: Or, 
ſo is all that we that way gain to be aſcrib'd 
to him. And if natural Endeavours are ſo 


Att. 3.19. fore tho' we are bid to Repent, that our Sins 


of God's Grace, Though tis declar d to us, 
Acts 13. that by Chriſt all who believe (and only ſuch) | 


29. are juſtiſyd; we yet are ſaid to be juſtified | 


Rom. 3. 24 freely by bis Grace, through the Redemption that | 
7s in Jeſus Chriſt, And indeed it being God | 


Bleſſings muſt be reſolv'd into his Grace: 

by which alone it is that we obtain them, 
| while others under the ſame Offers, Means, 

and Helps, remain all their days Strangers 


that as it is with theſe Fundamental Bleſ- 
ſings, ſo it is alſo with thoſe other Bleſſings 
conſequent upon them; iz. Peace with 
God; the comforting, frrengthaing, ſta- 
Vliſhing Influences of the Spirit ; A growth 
in Grace; and an improving meetneſs n the 

ea- 


dependent upon God for Succeſs, as the 
Scriptures repreſent them, 'tis but reaſo- 
nable to ſuppoſe, that our Endeavours inSpi- | 
rituals ſnould be ſo much more. And there- 


may be blotted out; we yet are told that we | 
Epheſ. i. 7. have Forgiveneſs of Sins , according to the Riches | 


only that by the Goſpel Promiſe hath fixt | 
the Connexion between Repentance and | 
Forgiveneſs, Faith and Juſtification; and he | 
working in us by his Efficacious Grace, that 
Repentance and Faith, by which we obtain 
Forgiveneſs, and come to be Juſtify'd : *Tis| 
plain, that our reaching thoſe ineſtimable | 


to them. Neither is it difficult to conceive 


| 


| 
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Heavenly Glory; as to all which the Rule 


37 


of Procedure is very intelligible: Vnto every Mat. 25. 
one that hath ſhall be given, and be [hail have 29. 


abundance, Untoevery one that hath, that 
is, hath improv'd former vouchſafements. 


He that improves what he has, ſnall have 
more; he-ſhall have abundance. But when 
| the firſt vouchſafements, the improvement, 
and the further Addition upon that im- 


provement, is of God; all plainly reſolves it 


| ſelf into his Mercy. And in apprehending 
| this the State of our Caſe, whoever is other- 
' wiſe minded, we manifeſtly have Sr. Pauls 


Concurrence, when he cries out, by Grace 


| ye are ſaved, through Faith, and that not of 
| your ſelves, it is the Gift of God. 


Theſe matters admir of copions Proof, 


| were 1 to enlarge a ſingle Diſcourſe into a 
! Treatiſe : For fear of which, l'le only add a 
| Paſſage I have met wich of St. Auſtin's, 
| which much pleaſes me, becauſe I appre- 


hend he hath hitr the Truth in this matter, 
ſo as to avoid Extremes, of which, I muſt 
confeſs, lam always fearful. Deſcanting 
upon my Text, he hath theſe words: 


| * God both renders Mans Will good, and pre- 
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* Ii M Queſt. q. 68. & Lib. 1. 11 Ginipl: 
q. 2. Hominis Voluntatem Bonam & præparat 
adjuvandam, & adjuvat preparatam ; & nolen- 
tem prævenit ut velit; & volentem — 
ne fruſtra yelit. 
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pares it for bis Help; and alſo helps it, u ben 


he has ſo prepar d it : He prevents it when un- 


willing, that he may render it willing; aud be 
follows it, when it is willing, that it mayrt be 
willing in Vain. 


Upon the whole, if the providing a Me- 


diatour, and all Overtures about Reconetli- 
ation through Him; and all means us'd in 
order to the Recovery of Lapſed Creatures 
through this Mediatour; and their Incliua- 


tion even under the apteſt Means to put 


forth themſelves with Concern and Vigour 
in a way of Endeavour; and our Participa- 


tion of the Bleſſings that are promis'd upon 


our Endeavours; is neither of bim that wil- 
leth, nor of him that runnetb, but of God that 
ſbeweth Mercy; then have we abundant Rea- 
ſon, ſatisfactorily to conclude, that the Mer- 
cy of God is the only true and proper 


Spring, of the Recovery and Salvation of a 


Lapſed Creature. 
The V/el would make is briefly this. 
1. Let us not liſten to thoſe, who would 


| 8 us that Man can will and run of 


imſelf. For this does unbecomingly detract 
from the Mercy of God; our fo doing can- 
not he at all for out Advantage; nay it 
draws after it pernicious Conſequences, 

Whatſoever natural Power Man hath left, 
(which is what this Debate is not concern'd 
in) to ſuppoſe him to have ſuch a Moral Pow- 
er; that is, ſuch a Diſpoſedneſs in his Will 


to Good, as that he ſhould incline himfetf 


to 
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to a Compliance with the Divine Demands, 
is a detracting from the Mercy of God, to 
which the Apoſtle declares all that is Good 
in us from firſt to laſt, ought to be aſcribed. 
He tells us, it is not of bim that willeth. and 
runnetb, and why then ſhould we give any 
Credit to thoſe who Contradict him, and 
ſay it is ; by intimating that it is our willing 
and running that induces God to regard us? 
If indeed Man did will and run before any 
Approach of the Spirit of God to the Heart, 
we may conclude he could not diſregard it; 
becauſe fo agreeable to his Will and Naben: 
and on the other ſide we may with good rea- 
ſon conclude he does nat will and run of him- 
felf, ſince we have it intimated in the Text, | 
that when God comes to open any perſans | 
Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to Light, aq 2618 
and from the Power of Satan unta God, lie ſinds 
them neither willing vor running; and there: 
fore we are the more indebted to the Divine 
Mercy. To detraft from this, in order to 
a Man's Free Will, is in effect ro de- 
ſtroy our on Security, by leaving a ſtrong 
Hold: for the plain Ground, when we have 
an Enemy to deal wich, who is nr to 
prove hard enough for us. 
What can we gain; what can be our Ad- 
vantage by the oppoſite Scheme? Tis plea- 
ded, we the other way eſtabliſn Man's Li- 
berty. and take away all poſſibility of our 
being dealt with as Stocks and Stones; 
which is one of the molt ridiculbus Abſur- 
e 2p dities 
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dities in the World. But in the mean time 
who is it that thinks we are ſo dealt with? 
May we not eaſily ſuppoſe, that he that made 
us is ſo well acquainted with our Nature as 


to be able ſo to ſuit himſelf to us in his 


Application, as to be ſecure of Succeſs, 
without offering us any Force and Violence? 
Can't he that bas the Key of David, and who 
opens and no Man ſhuts, open the Lock 
without breaking the Wards ? That would 
be very ſtrange. - Well, but we ſhall the o- 
ther way prevent God's being regarded as 
a Reſpecter of Perſons. Which is jult as if 
a Prince who governs all his Subjects with 
great Wiſdom and Lenity, while they are 
all a parcel of Rebels, might not pick out 
{ome of them and make them his Favourites, 
without being an uadue Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons. It's further urg'd, that upon the other 
bottom we ſhall be more clear as to the ruin 
of thoſe that Periſh, that *tis wholly of them- 
ſelves. To which we have an eaſy Reply, 
viz. that we can ſufficiently prove that im- 


penitent Sinners are their own Deſtroyers, 


conſiſtently with our Scheme. - For tho 
tis through (pecial Mercy, that any are re- 


cover'd and ſav'd, yet the Mercy of God is 


{o far exerted towards all, that: he's ever 
before hand with them, and never ſtops the 
Current of his Favour towards them, till 
they obſtinately reject the Grace he offers, 
and wilfylly abuſe. that common Grace 
which bad been afforded to them. But then 
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on the other fide, the pernicious Conſequen- 
ces that attend the putting the Free will of 
Man into that place, which the Apoſtle aſ- 
ſigas to the Merey of God, are very evident. 
They that hold, that Man wills and runs of 
himſelf, and that the Holy Spirit in the firft 
Converſion of a Sinner, or in afterwards car- 
rying on the Work of Grace, does no more 
than barely propound the Object, in the 
Preaching of the Word, or give the Facul- 
ties, or natural Power to comply, or ar moſt 
add ſuch a ſuper natural Grace, as depends 
upon the Will of Mau for its Efficacy, do 
moſt wofully hamper and embarraſs them- 
ſelves, and their Followers. -Sveh Perſons 
cannot pray for Grace and Holineſs, * and 
that God would incline their Hearts to keep his 


* - 
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Fbey evidently fall in with the Stoicks of old, 
in fome of vir moft pernitions Maxims; while they 
umuſtiy Charge their Brethren with an unbecoming 
Conoutrence with them in bther Reſpetts. What can 
be more offen{rve to Chriſtian Ears, than ſuch Paſ- 
ages as theſe TION thei Philoſopher *(Epiſt.31.) 
Beate Vitæ uſa & frmamentum eſt, ſibi fl- 
dere. Turpe eſt Deos Farigare. Quid Votis opus 
eſt ?. Fac te felicem. And yet hom: agreeable are 
they to ſome Mens Scheme? But methinks that 
Jaying of St. Auſtin, carries its onn Evidence along 
with it + Irriſoria Petitio eſt, cum id à Deo pe- 
titur, quod ſcitur ipſum non dare, fed ipſo non 
donante, eſſe in Hominis Poteſtate: De don. 
ee OE 
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Teſtimanies, and put bis Fear into them, and 
take away their Heart of Stone, and give them 
Hearts of Fleſh, and the like: ſuch Petitions 
would in them be very abſurd, as tending 
to deſtroy their Humanity, They cannot 
pray to God to keep them from Apoſtacy 3 
for that depends upon themſelves. They 
cannot pray, that God would make the Go- 
ſpel effectual in the World, and ſucceed the 
Labours of thoſe, under whole Miniſtry they 


n eee Powers, which they, who are 
furniſh'd with them muſt take care to uſe to 
the beſt Advantage they can; or at moſt, 
he can only give a greater clearneſs to the 


Objects that are propos d. The impreſſing 


them is out of his Sphære. 

And they are as unable to praiſe God as 
to pray to him. They may indeed Thank 
him for the natural Powers he has beſtaw- 


ed upon them, which is a matter of Thankſ- 


giving, that is common with them to all 


Mankind, who are endued with like Powers: 


and they may praiſe him for clearing Ob- 


jects, which according to their view of 
things, ſuch as periſh may do alſo as well | 


as they, and upon like Reaſon : But they 
cannot find any Reaſon to praiſe him for 
the Succeſs of the ſame Means and Methods 


upon them, which were fruitleſs as to others. 


For While God did to the fall as much for 


are caſt,unto their ſpiritual Good: For alaſs | * 
he can do no more than he hath done, in 
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thoſe others as for them, they were ſo care - 
fol and happy as better to uſe their Powers 
than their Neighbours, and hence ariſes the 
good Succeſs in their Cafe, which others 
through their Negligence” remain Strangers 
to. And therefore into themſelves muſt the 
difference that there is between them and 
the reſt be ultimately reſolved; for God had 
no hand in the After Difference, as ſuch. 
And ſhould ſuch Perſons in theſe reſpects 
either pray to God before hand, or praite 
him afterwards, all that can be faid is this, 
they forget themfelves, and act inconſiſtent- 
ly with theit own Scheme, which! is yet no 
uncommon thing atmongſt them *; ſack is 
the ſecret Force of Truth, and we wood 


hope of Grace. 
After all, l can't pretend, that the matter 
as | have now ſet it fote you, is free of all 


Difficulty : But there is chis Satisfaction i in 
dhetitng to the Account tven by St. Paul, 
2 What cat be ed in wing 
ny Modern Guide, that we have a 
Divine Warrant to abthorire us Ang tho 


— GO 


S 


N ere a the while i ſerionfly to 
Conſider bow they are di 7 wins 

Liturgy | Par Ul el, where ey fo often 
offer 1. thoſe Petitions: Lord have Mexey u * 

. and incline out Hearts to Keep LIN 

Write all theſe thy Laus in our Hearts, we be- 
ſerch thee. = 
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we do find ſome things, that we are not able 
to get over, yet we may be aſſur'd, that in 
leaving his for any of our own Schemes, we 
ſhould but involve our ſelves in more and 
greater difficulties. 

2. Let us put things together, and take 
Notice, that General Grace and Special are 
very reconcileable: For God may be ſo far 
willing of the Salvation of all, as to be 
ready to ſhew Mercy to them if they Re- 
pent and Believe; from which they are hin- 


dred by nothing but their own wilfulneſs: 


And yet he may be ſo much farther intent 
on the Salvation of ſome, as to uſe effectual 
bring them to Repent and Believe, 
to will and run, that ſo they may be ſecurd 
within the Compaſs of his ſpecial Mercy. 
The Scripture a 
and where's the nconſiltency ? why muſt 
we deny General race to exalt that which 


is ſpecial? or deny and depreſs ſpecial Grace, 
to advance that which is General? Is not the 


Honour of God's ſpecial Grace and Mercy 


| ſufficiently fecur'd by. our. Acknowledging 
that *ris that that brings any of the fallen 


Race of Adam to will and run, and ſo makes 
the Difference between fhem and the reſt of 
the World, who live and die in their Unbe- 
lief and impenitency? and is not this very 


| i Ich. 3. 16. conſiſtent with our Owning that God ſo lo- 


ved the Morld in general, as that he gave bis 
wy begotten Son, that abaſeever N in 
im, 


appears clear as to both; 


— 
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him, might not periſh but migbt have everlaſting 
Life? And on the other ſide, is not General 
Grace ſufficiently ſecured by our maintaining 
God's Love to the World, and his willing 
the Salvation of all Men,on Condition they 
turn to him? And is not this conſiſtent with 
our owning that a ſpeczal Divine excitation 
alone can bring any that are in a ſtate of 
Corruption, to will and run in the ways of 
God? And that he takes away the Heart of 

Stone, and gives an Heart of Fleſhto all that 

become his real People? And why then ſhould 
we go about to Daſh theſe Truths againſt 
each other which are fairly Conſiſtenr, and 
agree well together? Let us beware of Ex- 
treams: and ſtand upon our Guard, leaſt 
for fear of one Error, we fall into another. 
3. Let us never pretend to open a way for 
the greater Honour to the Mercy of God, by 
indulging to Negligence and Sloth. That bl 
wonld be a turning the Grace of our Cod into Jule v. 5. 
Laſciviouſneſs. We may be aſſur'd,, that God e 


hath ſufficiently ſecur'd the Honour of his " 
own Mercy, without our needing to run to { 
the Devil for means to advance it. St. Pau 

{1 


in that Paſſage of his to the Philippians, | 

which I have quoted before, urges that very i 

- Conſideration, that tis God that works in us to 7 

will and to do, as an Argument upon all that | 

would approve themſelves to him, to work Phil. 2.12, 
out their ownSalvation withFear and Trembling, 12 { 

ch 1s the f 

Mer cy | 


Let us remember therefore, that ſa 
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1186 Mercy of God to us, that he encourages us 
|! as much to will and run, even as if the Suc- 
1 ceſs depended upon our meer Endeavours, 
ns His Grace waits upon us, tis offer'd to us, 
„ and is always at Hand, where Men have not 
in provok'd him to withdraw it: So that 
i there's no Excuſe for Sloth, which is the 
ready way to provoke God to withdraw the 
gry. and deny the Aſſiſtance of his Bleſſed 
Spirit. 

_ Let all fach as Heartily do will and run, 
thankfully adore that God that hath ſewn 
Mercy. Let them do ſo the more earneſtly, 
becauſe of their natural Averſion, which 
they cannot but have found and felt. With 
what ardour ſhould you Love Him that 
hath made you ſpecial Objects of his Favour? 
Why you rather than others,under the ſame 
Io Means, Helps and Advantages ? How chear- 
El! Phil. 1. 6. ful ſhould your truſt be, that be which bath 
1 begun a good Work in you, will perform it until 
the Day of Jeſus Chriſt ? Often think with 
Joy and Thankſgiving what God hath 
wrought for you, and in you, and let him 
{ have the entire Glory. We ſhould ſay as 
fal. 115. David, Not unto us, Not unto us O Lord, but 
. to thy Name be the Praiſe. Tis he that hath 
Mi caſt bis Mantle over us, as Elijab did over 
Eliſhab : tis he that kath made ſuch Iron to 
{wim. Of this we may be certain, although 
altogether Ignorant what in Particular is 
done to us above others. Whatſoever is in 

| „ | us; 


Free Gute in its Glo. ep 
us, or done by us that is good, let us a- | 
ſcribe it to God: Remembring, that the Pre- prov. 16. 1 
par ations of the Heart in Man, and the Anſwer 
of the Tongue is from the Lord. Let us glorify 
God not only on the Account of the fitſt 
beginnings of a Work of Grace in our ö 
Hearts, but on every degree of Progreſs, 1 
| 
| 
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every ſtep we take in our way Heavenward. 
Let us be often ſetting up our Stone, and 
ſaying, Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. 
Thou haſt wrong bt · all our Works in us and for us. 1a. 26. 12. 
5. And Laſtly; Since we have all an en- 
tire Dependence on the Divine Mercy, let 
us endeavour to get our Hearts impreſt with 
as deep a Senſe as may be, of the Riches and 
the Freeneſs of it, in order to our being 
thereby engag'd to a Serious and Diligent 
waiting upon him for a ſhare in it. Do any 
of you find your ſelves hitherto diſfiaclia'd 
to will and run,B and can you think that a State 
to be reſted in? Have you hard, ſtupid, ſenſe- 
leſs Hearts, and can you be contented ? It's a 
diſmal Symptom : for it's the ready way to 
be excluded the Mercy of God ; and there- 
fore dread perliſting. But at the ſame time it 
there are any ſtirrings of ſerious Concern in | 
your Breaſts about ſpiritual matters, Remem- 
ber that you have to do with aMercifulGod ; 
nay a God that is infinite in Mercy: A God 
that is ſo merciful, as that he wont exchude 
you, unleſs you wilfully and finally exclude 
your ſelves. None of you ſhall ever-periſh 
for want of Mercy in God, thro! Chriſt ; or 
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Motion to you. Who knows but he may fo 
ſet in, as that ſome of you may at length be- 
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Inclination to diſcover it; but if you are 
loſt *rwill be long of your wilful Neglect 
and Contempt, and wicked abuſe of the 
means of Salvation freely afforded you.Con- 


ſider therefore the State of your Caſe, Tis 
from God, and in his Name, that I make the 


FL, 


gin to think how neceſſary tis for you ſpee- 
dily, and without delay to apply your ſelves 
to God, through our Bleſſed Med iatdur, beg- 
ging that he, who alone is able to do it ef- 
fectually, would ſtir you up to will and run. 
If any of you do ſo, it will be from God: and 
you may conclude, that it tends to bring you 
to will and run indeed, thro the interpoſition 
of that Mercy, which he is ready to ſhew 
forth. For when he once begins, he is for go- 
ing forward; and his Mercy ſtops not till 
the Creature puts the Bar: And therefore as 
thou canſt, complain of thy Spiritual Dead 
neſs, Stupidity, and Enmity, and beg of 
God that he would cure it by his victorious 


Srace; but withal conclude, that this, if 


thou doſt ir, is from God; and from God 
ſbewing Mercy too: A God that had much 
rather his Mercy ſhould Triumph in thy 
effectual Willing and Running, till thou rea- 
cheſt everlaſting Salvation; than that his 
Juſtice ſhould be diſplay d, upon thy perſiſt- 
ing in incurable Hardneſs, in thy final Ruin 
and Deſtruction. , ä 
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